" In other instances, the child has been expelled through a laceration of the perineum proper, not including the fourchette or any part of the vulva, the perforation being made between the anus and vulva." (p. 33.) This " To find an improvement in the patient's ability to move herself, with a corresponding improvement in the circulation, is of the most favorable augury; but, to observe the pulse increasing in frequency while it also becomes more feeble, with diminished heat of the members and augmented heat of the body,?to discover a disposition to singultus, with an eructation of fluids into the mouth, an anxious expression of countenance, high and frequent respiration, with increased ability to move the legs, and diminished pain on pressure, are all indicative of the cessation of inflammation of the peritoneum; but it has ceased not by resolution or a return to health : it has come to one of its natural terms in effusion. The inflammation is at an end, and the patient begins to die. It would seem that the forces of the living economy have exhausted themselves in the struggle with a malady, which, though they conquer it at last, yet are themselves destroyed in the moment of victory. There soon comes on a vomiting, or rather a violent eructation or gurgitation of dark-looking fluid; the patient mutters, she picks the bedclothes, she clutches at muscae volitantes; the diaphragm labours to carry on, in vain, the work of respiration; the hands and feet acquire a livid hue and are clammy; the pulse becomes a thread, it ceases in the wrists, and she dies probably in the act of regurgitating from the stomach the last draught which the anxious hand of friendship or love has tendered as a solace or as a hope." (p. 358-9.) The work terminates with a few observations on the Morbus cseruleus.
The author thinks that permanent relief may be given by placing the child upon its right side, propped up by pillows at an angle of thirty degrees; that, by thus " maintaining the heart in such an attitude, the left auricle would be perpendicularly above the right one; and that the effect of gravity alone on the blood would gradually operate in such a manner as to allow it to flow off into the ventricle, instead of finding its way to the systemic auricle." (p. 367 (p. 16.) 4. In cases where the child is coming into the world with the feet foremost, and the os uteri has contracted spasmodically round its neck and thus retards the delivery of the head, the author has found the application of cold water directly to the os uteri, to have the effect almost invariably of removing this spasmodic condition of its fibres, and thus facilitating the expulsion of the head. "The foetus which dies in utero may remain there a considerable time without passing into putrefactive decomposition, so long as the os uteri is closed and the membranes unruptured. The changes which a dead foetus undergoes in the uterus vary according to the period of pregnancy at which it ceased to live; thus, in the early grades of its development, when its structure presents but little more than a gelatinous consistence, it is dissolved in the liquor amnii which becomes thick and mucilaginous. We can find no traces of the embryo in the cavity of the membranes which may continue to remain in the uterus for some time. At a more advanced stage, viz. from the second to the fifth month it withers and shrivels up; it resembles rather a little mummy of a yellow colour, or as if it had been kept for some time in spirits. The membranes frequently undergo a similar change, the liquor amnii disappears, and in its place we find a thick and almost earthy fluid with which the foetus becomes incrusted. From the fifth month to the full term of utero-gestation, the foetus macerates, increases in size, and becomes soft and friable; the epidermis separates, forming phlyctenae of more or less extent; the skin becomes discoloured, as also the muscles, which tear with the slightest effort; although animal decomposition is evidently commencing yet there is merely a faint sickly smell, and nothing of that powerful fetor which characterizes putrid fermentation." (p. 95-6.) We take our leave of Dr. Martin's work with feelings of great respect for its industrious and experienced author. It contains much valuable matter, and will prove a useful work of reference both to the practitioners and the author.
